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DETAILED ACTION 



This office action is in response to the amendment and remarks filed 8/8/05. Since the examiner 
has applied new grounds of rejection, this office action is being made non-final to afford the 
applicant the opportunity to respond to the new grounds of rejection. 



1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 



2. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Liotta (US 
6,237,921). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



\ 
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Gap 



With respect to claim 1, Liotta teaches a seal element (20) for sealing a gap between a 
first component (16) and a second component (18) spaced apart from each other, said the first 
component having a first surface (IS) and the second component having an opposing second 
surface (2S), said seal element comprising: a support structure (22) having at least two 
contacting members and a sealing structure (26) comprising a metallic web* (column 3 lines 
14-19) covering at least partially said the support structure, wherein each contacting member 
serves for putting a portion of the sealing structure in contact with one of the surfaces, and being 
capable of following a movement of said surface and wherein the support structure has a frame 
portion to which the contacting members is connected via a branch portion extending away from 
the frame portion. See particularly Figure 1 of Liotta 
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* According to the Merriam Webster's Collegiate Dictionary a web is a thin metal sheet. 
Liotta does teach that the sealing structure 26 is a thin metal sheet (a metallic web). 



3. Claims 1, 19, 21 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Lampes (US 6,199,871). 



Contacting Member 



Branch Portion 




Frame Portion 



With respect to claim 1, Lampes teaches a seal element (30) for sealing a gap between a 
first component (24) and a second component (26) spaced apart from each other, said the first 
component having a first surface (IS) and the second component having an opposing second 
surface (2S), said seal element comprising: a support structure (34) having at least two 
contacting members and a sealing structure (32) comprising a metallic web* (column 3 lines 
36-46) covering at least partially said the support structure, wherein each contacting member 
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serves for putting a portion of the sealing structure in contact with one of the surfaces, and being 
capable of following a movement of said surface and wherein the support structure has a frame 
portion to which the contacting members is connected via a branch portion extending away from 
the frame portion. See particularly Figures 1, 3, 4 of Lampes. 

* According to the Merriam Webster's Collegiate Dictionary a web is a thin metal sheet. 
Lampes does teach that the sealing structure 32 is a thin metal sheet (a metallic web). 

With respect to claim 19, Lampes teaches a combustion turbine comprising: a hot gas 
chamber (16) having a hot-gas flow region, a wall structure (22) surrounding the hot-gas flow 
region and comprising at least one second component (26) having a second surface (2S) directed 
to the hot-gas flow region, at least one first component (24) being attached to the wall structure 
and having a first surface IS which is directed to the wall structure, a gap formed between the 
first component (24) and the second component 26, a seal element (30) for sealing said gap, the 
seal element comprising: a support structure (34), a sealing structure (32), wherein the sealing 
structure is a sleeve* covering at least partially the support structure, wherein the support 
structure comprises at least two contacting members, each contacting member puts a portion of 
the sealing structure in contact with one of the surfaces, and being capable of following a 
deformation of the surface, wherein the support structure has a frame portion to which the 
contacting members is connected via a branch portion extending away from said frame portion. 
See particularly Figures 1, 3, 4 of Lampes. 

* According to the Merriam Webster's Collegiate Dictionary a sleeve is an open-ended or 
closed-ended tubular part. Lampes does teach that the sealing structure 32 is a tubular part (see 
Figure 2). 
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With respect to claim 21 , Lampes teaches that the seal element 30 comprises a curved 
frame portion from which the contacting members are spaced apart and each contacting member 
being connected to the frame portion via a branch portion. See particularly Figure 3 of Lampes. 

With respect to claim 22, Lampes teaches a combustion turbine comprising: a hot gas 
chamber (16) having a hot-gas flow region, a wall structure (22) surrounding the hot-gas flow 
region and comprising at least one second component (26) having a second surface (2S) directed 
to the hot-gas flow region, at least one first component (24) being attached to the wall structure 
and having a first surface IS which is directed to the wall structure, a gap formed between the 
first component (24) and the second component 26, a seal element (30) for sealing said gap, the 
seal element comprising: a support structure (34), a sealing structure (32) , wherein the sealing 
structure is covering at least partially the support structure, wherein the support structure 
comprises at least two contacting members, each contacting member puts a portion of the sealing 
structure in contact with one of the surfaces, and being capable of following a deformation of the 
surface, wherein the support structure has a frame portion to which the contacting members is 
connected via a branch portion extending away from said frame portion, wherein the seal 
element 30 is surrounded by the sealing structure being a sleeving*. See particularly Figures 
1, 3, 4 of Lampes. 

* According to the Merriam Webster's Collegiate Dictionary a sleeve is an open-ended or 
closed-ended tubular part. Lampes does teach that the sealing structure 32 is a tubular part (see 
Figure 2). 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 2-18 are allowed. 

Applicant has rewritten claim 2 (containing allowable subject matter) in independent 
form. Thus claim 2 and its dependent claims are allowed. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicants arguments filed 8/8/05 have been fully considered but they are not persuasive 
for the following reasons. 

Claim 1 has been amended to include the limitation "a metallic web". Applicant has 
argued that Liotta does not teach that the seal structure comprises a metallic web. However, 
according to the Merriam Webster's Collegiate Dictionary a web is a thin metal sheet. Liotta 
does teach that the sealing structure 26 is a thin metal sheet (a metallic web). See particularly 
column 3 lines 14-19 of Liotta. 

The indicated allowability of claim 22 is withdrawn in view of the new interpretation of 
the recitation "sleeving" in reference US 6,199,871. See detailed rejection above. 

Remarks 

In the response filed on 8/8/05, applicant did not provide any arguments regarding to the 
rejection of claim 1 by Lampes (US 6,199,871). A response to this rejection is requested in the 
next response. 
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Contact information 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to William H. Rodriguez whose telephone number is 571-272-4831. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:30 am to 5:00 pm. 



supervisor, Timothy S. Thorpe can be reached on 571-272-4444. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
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slave • sleigh 1103 



j v subservient to a dominating influence 3 : a device 
?a computer) thai is directly responsive to another 4 
. slave adj 

£ slav-Uig w (1602) 1 arcftaic : enslave 2 : to make 
§J*to another mechanism ~ vi 1 : to work like a 
a i : to traffic in slaves 

1807) 1 • a supervisor of slaves at work 2 : a harsh 

■sliv-.hol-darN n (1776) : an owner of slaves — slave* 

Srt Vs"av-^n5-ldn-\ n (1817) : an ant that attacks the 
of other species and carries off the larvae and pupae to 
iwn nest as slaves 

t 'sla-, 'slaA sla-vered; sla-ver-ing \-v(3-)nn\ 
nritrin' akin to OS slafra to slaver; akin to MD slabben 
c) / drool, slobber ~ vt, archaic : to smear with or as 

saliva dribbling from the mouth 
JTn Vslave] (1827) 1 a : a person engaged in the 

. ship used in tbe slave trade 2 : white slaver 
o-)re\ n (1551) 1 : DRUDGERY, toil 2 : submission to 
ifluence 3 a : the state of a person who is a chattel of 

practice of slaveholding 

809) 1 : a sUle °* the U S * in which slavery was legal 
Var 2 : a nation subjected to totalitarian rule 
nU) • traffic in slaves; esp : the buying and selling of 



\ n, pi slaveys (ca. 1812) : drudge: esp : a household 
« aeneral housework 

k f slaA n (1812) : a branch of the Indo-European lan- 
Tntaining Belorussian, Bulgarian, Czech, Polish, Serbo* 
ae, Russian, and Ukrainian — see INDO-EUROPEAN LAN- 

•3) : of, relating to, or characteristic of the Slavs or their 

i-va-sist, 'slaA n (1930) : a specialist in the Slavic lan- 
'Cures 

'sh sometimes "slaA adj (1565) 1 a : of or charactens- 
ap ; basely or abjectly servile b archaic : despicable 

* oppressive, tyrannical 3 : copying obsequiously or 
ahty : imitative syn see subservient — slav-ish-ly 
>ness n 

jt, 'slaA n ( 1 863) : SLAViciST 

sla-Va-kr»-se\ n < \ 840) : a faction of slaveholders and 
ivery in the South before the Gvil War 
>Va-nik\ adj [NL zlavonicus, fr. ML Sclavonia, Slavonia, 
king countries, fr. Sclavus Slav] (ca. 1645) : Slavic 

S68) 1: SLAVIC 2: OLD CHURCH SLAVONIC 

'ila-va-.ffl, 'slaA or Slavophil V,fil\ n (1877) : an ad- 
ivs : an advocate of Slavophilism 
n \sla-Va-f>,li-23m; , sla-v>,fi- i li-, 'slaA n (1877) : advo- 
and specif. Russian culture over western European cul- 
acticed among some members of the Russian intelligen- 
ce 19th century 
1861): COLESLAW 

lew \'slu\ also esp in sense 2 stayed; slain Vslan\; slay- 
fr. OE slean to stnie, slay; akin to OHG slahan to strike, 
ricken] vr (bef. 1 2c) 1 : to kill violently, wantonly, or in 
w broadly : to strike down : KILL 2 : to delight or amuse 
-ed the audience) ~~ vi : kill, murder syn see kill — 

n Ps/eave] ( 1 591 ) archaic : skein <sleep that knits up the 
are — Shak.) 

turned) ME s/even. fr. OE -sWan to cut] (ca. 1628) obs 
silk thread) into filaments 

( 1 588) obs : flo^ -iilk that is easily separated into fila- 
iroidery 

>lso 'slazX n [back-formation fr. sleazy] (1954) 1 : sleazy 
irancc, or behavior; also : sleazy material 2 : a sleazy 

bag also -,bag\ n f i 983) slang : a sleazy person 
-bol\ n ( 1 9S 1 ) slanz : a sleazy person 
■&\ adj U972) slanz i SLEAZY 

i also 'sla-\ adj siea-zi-er; -est [origin unknown] (ca. 
lacking firmness of texture : FLIMSY b : carelessly made 
terials : shoddy 2 a : marked by low character or qual- 
d*> b : squalig. dhapidated (~ bars) — slea-zi-ly 

* aiea-zJ-ness \-ze*n:»\ n 

[ME sledde. fr. MD; akin to OE slidan to slide] ( 14c) 1 
J runners for transportation esp. on snow or ice; esp : a 
« one used esp. by children for coasting down snows 
ROCKET sled 

<ted- sled-ding >r (1706) : sledge wi : to ride on a 
-~ sled.der n 

1 a : the nv5 of a sled b : the conditions under 

7 a sled 2 : 'XjiNr, 4 (tough ~> 

uZT } a do 8 irwned to draw a sledge esp. in the AiCItc 
"« also sledge d*s< 

\ ' ■ IME slegge. fr. OR xlecg; akin to ON sleggja sledgeham- 
yostnke — morn at slay] (bef. 1 2c) : sledgehammer 

* ? sled 8-infc M654) : sledgehammer 

J 3 *?*- sleedse; aim to MD sledde sled] (1617) 1 Brit 
V^ng heavy ^ 

*«u; sledR-in^ ,i (1853) 1 : to travel with a sledge 2 
mer S !?f h - ^ vr : Ut transport on a sledge 
t L slej-,ha-rri:*\ n { \ 5c) : a large heavy hammer that 
'^^oth hands; atv, : something that resembles a sledge- 



the American Civil War 



•th hft k L * n uxi : a large neavy nai 

'^^oth hands; atv, : something that resemble 

\th\ ^ 1 834 * : to ««kc with or as if with a sledgehammer 

«er S? s #?2 lh 0/ ** ,f wilh a sledgehammer 

forr./ ; H843) : marked by heavy-handed directness or 



»s!eek Vslek\ vb [ME sleken, alter, of s/ifcen — more at suck] vr (15c) 

1 : slick (grooms ~ing cooled horses — Sunset) 2 : to cover up 
: gloss over ~ W : suck k ... . 

^sleek adj [alter, of Wick] (1589) 1 a : smooth and glossy as if pol- 
ished <~ dark hair) b : having a smooth well-groomed look <~ cat- 
tle) c : healthy-looking 2 : smooth in speech or manner; also : UNC- 
TUOUS 3 a : having a prosperous air <a — apartment building with a 
pool on the roof) b : having trim graceful lines <a ~ car) c : ele- 
gant, styush <~ restaurants) — sleeloly adv — sleelt»ness n 
syn sleek, suck, glossy mean having a smooth bright surface or ap- 
pearance. SLEEK suggests a smoothness or brightness resulting from 
attentive grooming or physical conditioning <a sleek racehorse). SUCK 
suggests extreme smoothness that results in a slippery surface (slipped 
and fell on the slick floor). GLOSSY suggests a highly reflective surface 
(photographs having a glossy finish), 
sleek-en Vsle-kanX vr sleekened; sleek-en-ing \'sle-k>mn, slek-niQ\ 
(1621): to make sleek . „ „ 

sleek-it Vsle-katX adj [Sc, fr. pp. of HIeek] (1513) 1 chiefly Scot 
: sleek, smooth 2 chiefly Scot : crafty, deceitful 
'sleep Vslep\ n [ME slepe. fr. OE sl&p; akin to OHG slaf sleep and 
perh. to L labi to slip, slide] (bef. 12c) t : the natural periodic suspen- 
sion of consciousness during which the powers of the body are restored 

2 : a state resembling sleep: as a : a state of torpid inactivity b 
: death (put a pet cat to ~>; also : trance coma c : the closing of 
leaves or petals esp. at night d : a state marked by a diminution of 
feeling followed by tingling (my foot's gone to ~> e : the state of an 
animal during hibernation 3 a : a period spent sleeping b : NIGHT 
c : a day's journey — sleep-like \- Jik\ adj 

*sleep vb slept Vslept\; sleeo-ing vi (bef. 12c) 1 : to rest in a state of 
sleep 2 : to be in a state (as of quiescence or death) resembling sleep 

3 : to have sexual relations — usu. used with with ~ vt 1 : to be 
slumbering in (slept the sleep of the dead) 2 : to get rid of or spend in 
or by sleep (~ away the hours) <~ off a drunk) 3 : to provide sleep- 
ing accommodations for (the boat ~s six) 

sleep around vi (1928) : to engage in sex promiscuously 
sleep-er Vsle-par\ n (12c) 1 : one that sleeps 2 : a piece of timber, 
stone, or steel on or near the ground to support a superstructure, keep 
railroad rails in place, or receive floor joists : stringpiece 3 : sleep- 
ing car 4 : someone or something unpromising or unnoticed that 
suddenly attains prominence or value (the low-budget film became the 
summer's ~> 5 : children's pajamas usu. with feet — usu. used in pi. 
6 chiefly Brit : a small earring or stud worn to keep the hole of a 
pierced ear from closing 7: mole 4 

sleep-in Vslep- l in\ adj (1951) : that lives at the place of employment 
(a ~ maid) , , _ 

sleep in vi (1827) 1 : to sleep where one is employed 2 a : over- 
sleep b: to sleep late intentionally 

sleeping bag n (1850) : a bag that is warmly lined or padded for sleep- 
ing outdoors or in a camp or tent 

Sleeping Beauty n : a princess of a fairy tale who is wakened from an 
enchanted sleep by the kiss of a prince . r 

sleeping car n (1839) : a railroad passenger car having berths for 
sleeping 

sleeping partner n (ca. 1785) chiefly Brit : silent partner 

sleeping pill n (1664) : a drug and esp. a barbiturate that is taken as a 
tablet or capsule to induce sleep — called also sleeping tablet 

sleeping porch n (1915) : a porch or room having open sides or many 
windows arranged to permit sleeping in the open air 

sleeping sickness n (1875) 1 : a serious disease that is prevalent tn 
much of tropical Africa, is marked by fever, protracted lethargy, trem- 
ors, and loss of weight, is caused by either of two trypanosomes 
{Trypanosoma brucei gambiense and T. b. rhodesiense), and is transmit- 
ted by tsetse flies 2 : any of various viral encephalitides or enceph- 
alomyelitides of which lethargy or somnolence is a prominent feature 

sleep-less Vslep-lasX adj (15c) 1 : not able to sleep (lay ~ with fever) 
2 : affording no sleep (~ nights) 3 : unceasingly active or operative 
(~ casinos) — sleep-less-ly adv — sleep-less-ness n 

sleep out vi (1908): to sleep outdoors 

sleep-over Vslep-o-vsrX n ( 1 965) 1 : an overnight stay (as at another s 
home) 2 : an instance of hosting a sleepover in one's home 

sleep-walker Vslep-.wd-kaA n (1747) : one that walks while or as if 
while asleep : somnambulist — sleep-walk \-,wok\ vi or n 

sleep-wear V.war, -,wer\ n (1935) : nightclothes 

sleepy Vsle-pe\ adj sleep-i-er; -est ( 1 3c) 1 a : ready to fall asleep 
b : of, relating to, or characteristic of sleep 2 : sluggish as if from 
sleep : lethargic also : having little activity (a ~ coastal village) 3 
: sleep-inducing — sleep-i-ly Vp3-le\ adv — sleep-i-ness Vpe-nssX n 

sleepy-head\ , sie-pe-.hed\n(i577): a sleepy person 

•sleet \'slet\ n [ME slete: akin to MHG sloz hailstone] (13c) : frozen or 
partly frozen rain — sleety \'sle-te\ adj 

^leet vi(14c) : to shower sleet 

Sleeve \'slev\ n [ME sieve, fr. OE sliefe; perh. akin to OE sle/an to slip 
(clothes) on, slupan to slip, OHG sliofan, L lubricus slippery] (bef. 12c) 
1 a : a^part of a garment covering an arm b : sleevelet 2 a : v a 
tubular part (as a hollow axle or ambushing) designed to fit over another 
part b : an open-endwl flat or tubular 
packaging or cover, esp : jacket 3c(2) 
- -,;v\- - I Vslevd\ adj ' • * * 

Vsiev-Ias\ adj — up out s si«e*e 
: held secretly in reserve 
sleeve-let \*slev-bt\ n ( 1 889) : a cover- 
ing for the forearm to protect clothing 
from wear or dirt 

'sleigh VslaV n [D slee, alter, of slede; 
akin to MD sledde sled] (1703) : an 
open usu. horse-drawn vehicle with 
runners for use on snow or ice 

\»\ abut ^ kitten, F table \sr\ further \a\ ash \a\ ace \a\ mop. mar 
\au\out \ch\chin \e\ bet \e\easy \g\ go \i\ hit \t\ ice \j\job 
\t)\ sing \6\ go \6\ law \6i\ boy \th\ thin \Uj\ the \u\ loot \u\ foot 
\y\ yet \zh\ vision \a, k, B . oe, 6e, ut, i£, *\ see Guide to Pronunciation 




sleigh 



<*tuj* 



ft!?* 



... Jf£ 



weary • wedding march 1339 



M^wuo'rag intoxicated and pern.' to Gk aoros sleep] (bef. 12c) 1 
"JSausted in strength, endurance, vigor, or freshness 2 : expressing 
*>Kracteristic of weariness 3 : having one's patience, tolerance, or 
fJ2are exhausted — used with of 4 : wearisome— wea-ri-ly Vwir- 
Y^adv' — wea-ri-ness Vwir-e-nasX n 

vb wea-ried; wea.rying vi (bef. 12c) : to become weary ~ vt 
TSTmake weary syn see tire 

i^^d We-r*nd, , wi-z a n(d)\ n [ME wesand. fr. (assumed) OE 



- rw- gullet; akin to OE wdsend gullet, OHG weisunt windpipe] (bef. 

3 jSTtHROAT. GULLET; also I TRACHEA 

J ijUel \"w8-»l\ ru Pi weasels [ME 




. |iatb-er-beat*en \'we-tf)ar-,be-t 3 n\ adj (15 
t 'tttaed. or bronzed by the weather <a — face) 



*5t fr. O e weosu/e; akin to OHG 
Sfaweasell (bef. 12c) 1 or pi wea- 
1 5*7any of various small slender 
| carnivorous mammals ' (genus 
^ r Kjgrfa of the family Mustelidae, the 

* family) that are able to prey on 
I 5£us (as rabbits) larger than them- 
a S^are mostly reddish brown with 
i Sja or yellowish underparts, and in 
I atftbern forms turn white in winter 
i jTi light self-propelled tracked vehi- 
1 i bunt, either for traveling over 

* ice, or sand or as an amphibious vehicle 

< tassel vt wea-seled; wea-sel-ing Wez-lin, 'we-z>\ [weasel word] 

0900) 1 i to use weasel words : equivocate 2 : to escape from or 

Jade a situation or obligation — often used with our 
' OfceMy also wea-sely Vwez-le, *we-z»A adj (1838) : resembling or 

omstive of a weasel 
- Itssd word n [fr. the weasel's reputed habit of sucking the contents 
i aacf an egg while leaving the shell superficially intact] (1900) : a 

jssi used in order to evade or retreat from a direct or forthright state- 
s' zai or position 

Votth-er \*we-th3r\ n [ME weder, fr. OE; akin to OHG wetar weather, 
■ 0C5 vetru wind] (bef. 1 2c) 1 : the state of the atmosphere with re- 
1 sect to heat or cold, wetness or dryness, calm or storm, clearness or 
\ doadiness 2 : state or vicissitude of life or fortune 3 : disagreeable 
V dmcspheric conditions: as a : RAIN, STORM b : cold air with damp- 
Van 4 : weathering — under the weather 1 : ill 2 : drunk la 
' fctslner vd weath-ered; weath-er-ing Welh-rin, 'we-th^A vt (15c) 
. t: to expose to the open air : subject to the action of the elements 2 

• to bear up against and come safely through <~ a storm) <~ a crisis) 

> *n : to undergo or endure the action of the elements 

> %«ther adj (ca. 1625) : of or relating to the side facing the wind — 
c lee 

x.abil-i-ty \,weih-re- , bi-l>te, .we-lhaA " (1947) : capability of 
withstanding the weathering process <~ of a plastic) 

* *■ (1530) 1 : toughened, 

2 : worn or damaged 

i if oposure to weather 
Itatker-board V.bord, -,bdrd\ n (ca. 1540) 1 : clapboard, siding 2 
, ; the weather side of a ship — weath-er-board-ed adj 
k toA-enboard-ing \-,bor-dirj, -,bor-\ n (1632) : clapboards, siding 

toA-er-bound \-,baund\ adj (1590) : kept in port or at anchor or 
:i &co travel or sport by bad weather 
IWher bureau n (1871) : a bureau engaged in the collection of 
ctnber reports as a basis for weather predictions, storm warnings, and 
5 ^compiling of statistical records 

*f*Hfrer-burned Vwe-thar-.barndN adj (1906) : browned by sun and 

;t»Wh*r«cast \-,kast\ n [' weather + forecast] (1866) : a weather 
f, j^o st esp. on radio or television 

H^Jta-er-cast-er \-,kas-tar\ n (1607) : a weather forecaster esp. on 
£S or ^vision 

^ »«kr<ock \-,k"ak\ n (1 3c) 1 : a vane often in the figure of a cock 

> Cocated so as to turn freely with the wind and show its direction 2 
"'ilifrs 011 or thing that changes readily or often 

■ Rather deck n U850) : a deck having no overhead protection from 
fttweather 

f 5?* ercd Vwe-LhwdX ad J (1789) 1 : seasoned by exposure to the 
2 : altered in color, texture, composition, or form by such 
I Si? 116 or Dy art * fic ' a l rneans producing a similar effect <~ oak) 

H? 1 ** eye n ( 1839 ) 1 : 9X1 cve quick to observe coming changes in 
; j? leather 2 : constant and shrewd watchfulness and alertness 

i52* €r " 8lass \'we-th3r-,glas\ n (1626) : a simple instrument for 
. "^T^g changes in atmospheric pressure by the changing level of liq- 
' £k a ?P° ut connected with a closed reservoir; broadly : barometer 
?' SSz^^B n ( 1 5 ^8) : the action of the elements in altering the color, 
; composition, or form of exposed objects; specif: the physical 

jT^egration and chemical decomposition of earth materials at or near 

"' SSf 1 ^ s surface 

^J*eMze \ , we-ih»- t riz\ vf -ized; -iz*fng (1943) : to make (as a 
better protected against winter weather (as by adding insula- 
weath*er*i«za>tion Vwcth-r^-'za-shan, ,we-th»-\ n 
S*«r'ly \*we-lh3r-Ie\ adj (1729) : able to sail close to the wind 
ffi^tle leeway 

^" €r, nian \-jnan\ n (1859) : one who reports and forecasts the 
fwk r: METEOROLOGIST 

' r ma * > rt ( 1 87 1) : a map or chart showing the principal meteoro- 
i^S^ 1 elements at a given hour and over an extended region 
l jTfj^er.pei-son X'we-Jiiar-.par-s'nX n (1974) : a person who reports 
i^lp^casts the weather : meteorologist 

^•^•proof \'we-th3r-.pruf\ adj (1620) : able to withstand expo- 
weather without damage or loss of function — weatherproof 
**"ith-er»proof *ness n 

ship n (1946) : a ship that makes observations for use by 

(ca. 1895) : a station for taking, recording, and 



itaJl w eath-er»proof*ness n 
iSS** ship 

: rS° er station 

^J^g meteorological observations 

'c^UJfT strip n (1846) : a strip of material to cover the joint of a door 
bjz?° w and the sill, casing, or threshold 



jjjj&dow and the sill, casing, or threshold so as to exclude rain, snow, 
^ air — called also weather stripping — weather-strip vr 
vane n (ca. 1721) : vane la 



wcath-€r-wise We-Lhar-.wizV adj (14c) 1 : skillful* in forecasting 
changes in the weather 2 : skillful in forecasting changes in opinion or 
feeling <a ~ politician) 

weath-er.worn \-,w6rn, -,worn\ adj (1609) : wom by exposure to the 
weather , 

1 weave \*wev\ v6 wove \*wov\ or weaved; wo»ven \'wo-v»n\ or 
weaved; weaving [ME weven, fr. OE wefaru akin to OHG weban to 
weave, Gk hvphainein to weave, hyphos web] vt (bef. 12c) 1 a : to 
form (cloth) by interlacing strands (as of yarn); specif : to make (cloth) 
on a loom by interlacing warp and filling threads b : to interlace (as 
threads) into cloth . c : to make (as a basket) by intertwining 2 : SPIN 
2 — used of spiders and insects 3 : to interlace esp. to form a texture, 
fabric, or design 4 a : to produce by elaborately combining elements 
: CONTRIVE b : to unite in a coherent whole c : to introduce as an 
appropriate element : work in — usu. used with in or into 5 : to di- 
rect (as the body) in a winding or zigzag course esp. to avoid obstacles 
vi 1 : to work at weaving : make cloth 2 : to move in a devious, 
winding, or zigzag course esp. to avoid obstacles 

2 weave n (1581) 1 : something woven; esp : woven cloth 2 : any of 
the patterns or methods for interlacing the threads of woven fabrics 

*weave vi weaved; weaving [ME weven to move to and fro, wave; 
akin to ON veifa to be in movement — more at wipe] (1 596) : to move 
waveringly from side to side : sway 

weav*er Vwe-var\ n (14c) 1 : one that weaves esp. as an occupation 
2: weaverbird 

weav«er*bird V,bard\ n (1826) : any of numerous Old World passerine 
birds (family Ploceidae) that resemble finches and mostly construct 
elaborate nests of interlaced vegetation 

weaver's knot n ( 1 532) : sheet bend — called also weavers hitch 
*web \'web\ n [ME, fr. OE; akin to ON vefr web, OE wefan to weave] 
(bef. 12c) 1 : a fabric on a loom or in process of being removed from a 
loom 2 a : cobweb, spiderweb b : a network of silken thread spun 
esp. by the larvae of various insects (as a tent caterpillar) and usu. serv- 
ing as a nest or shelter 3 : a tissue or membrane of an animal or plant; 
esp : that uniting fingers or toes either at their bases (as in humans) or 
for a greater part of their length (as in many water birds) 4 <a~: a thin-? 
tmetaTsheetr plate, or strip j b : the plate connecting the upper and" 
lower flanges of a girder or rail c : the arm of a crank 5 : something 
resembling a web: a : snare, entanglement <a ~ of intrigue) (en- 
snarled in a ~ of folly — David A. Stockman) b : an intricate pattern 
or structure suggestive of something woven : network <a ~ of little 
roads) <a complex ~ of relationships) 6 : the series of barbs im- 
planted on each side of the shaft of a feather : vane 7 a : a continu- 
ous sheet of paper manufactured or undergoing manufacture on a pa- 
per machine b : a roll of paper for use in a rotary printing press 8 
: the part of a ribbed vault between the ribs — webbed \'webd\ adj — 
web-like \'web-,Hk\ adj 

2 web v6 webbed; web-Sing vi (1604) : to construct or form a web ^ 
vt 1 : to cover with a web or network 2 : ensnare, entangle 3 : to 
provide with a web 

web-bing \'we-bip\ n (1796) 1 : a strong narrow closely woven tape 
designed for bearing weight and used esp. for straps, harness, or uphol- 
stery 2 : trap 3c 

web-by Vwe-beN adj ( 1 661 ) : of, relating to, or consisting of a web 
we-ber Vwe-bar, Va-barX n [Wilhelm E. Weber fl891 Ger. physicist] 
(1891) : the practical meter-kilogram-second unit of magnetic flux 
equal to that flux which in linking a circuit of one turn produces in it 
an electromotive force of one volt as the flux is reduced to zero at a 
uniform rate in one second : 10* maxwells 

web-fed \Veb-,fed\ adj (1947) : of, relating to, or printed by a web 
press 

web-foot n (1765) 1 \'web-'fut\ : a foot having webbed toes 2 \-,fut\ 
: an animal having web feet — web— foot-ed \-fu-tsd\ adj 

web member n (ca. 1890) : one of the several members joining the top 
and bottom chords of a truss or lattice girder 

web-off-set Vweb- , 6f-,set\ n, often attrib (1959) : offset printing by 
web press 

web press n (1875) : a press that prints a continuous roll of paper 

web spinner n (ca. 1907) : an insect that spins a web; esp : any of an 
order (Embioptera syn. Embiidina) of small slender insects with biting 
mouthparts that live in silken tunnels which they spin 

web-ster Vweb-star\ n [ME, fr. OE webbestre female weaver, fr. web- 
bian to weave; akin to OE wefan to weave] (1 2c) archaic : weaver 1 

web-work \*web- f wark\ n (1790) : web 5b <a vast ~ of real estate hold- 
ings) 

web-worm \-,w3rm\ n (1797) : any of various caterpillars that are 
more or less gregarious and spin large webs 

wed \*wed\ vb wed-ded also wed; wed-ding [ME wedden, it. OE wed- 
dian; akin to MHO wetten to pledge. OE wedd pledge, OHG wctti. 
Goth wadi, L vud-, vas bail, security] vt (bef. 12c) 1 : to take for wife 
or husband by a formal ceremony : marry 2 : to join in marriage 3 
: to unite as if by the bond of marriage ^ vi : to enter into matrimony 
— wed-der n 

we'd \Ved\ ( 1 603) : we had : we would : we should 

Wed-dell seal \wi-'del-, 'we-d1-\ n [James Weddell 1 1834 Eng. naviga- 
tor] (1914) : a vocal Antarctic hair seal (Leptonychotes weddelli) noted 
for its deep dives in search of food 

wed-ding Vwe-din\ n. often attrib (bef. 12c) 1 : a marriage ceremony 
usu. with its accompanying festivities : nuptials 2 : an act, process, 
or instance of joining in close association 3 : a wedding anniversary 
or its celebration — usu. used in combination <a golden ~) 

wedding cake n (1648) 1 : a usu. elaborately decorated and tiered 
cake made for the celebration of a wedding 2 : something (as a large 
building) likened to a wedding cake esp. in elaborate ornamentation 

wedding march n (1850) : a march of slow tempo and stately charac- 
ter composed or played to accompany the bridal procession 

\a\ abut V\ kitten, F table \ar\ further \a\ ash \a\ ace \a\ mop, mar 
\au\ont \ch\chin \e\bet \c\ easy \g\ go \i\hit \i\ ice \j\job 
\n\ sing \6\ go \6\ taw \6i\ boy \th\ thin \th\ the \ii\ loot \u\ foot 
\y\ yet \zh\ vision \a. k, B , ce, ce, it, u:, *\ see Guide to Pronunciation 
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